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bitions, which they’re not about to give up.
How do you verify that they are sincere in
this effort?

The President. Well, that was a big part
of the statement, of course, of the letter that
we got, not just that there would be an agree-
ment to freeze the program but that the
agreement be verifiable. The IAEA inspec-
tors and the monitoring equipment on the
ground can be and will be used to verify the
commitment not to reprocess and not to re-
fuel.

If we didn’t have some way of verifying
it, you and I wouldn’t be having this con-
versation at this moment.

Yes, one last question.
Q. Mr. President, could you tell us, be-

yond just the focus of the talks, could you
tell us what your longer range view is? Do
you see the Koreas being reunified? What
do you see happening, coming out of all this?

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
that is a decision for the peoples and their
leaders in South and North Korea to resolve.
What the United States wants is for the
agreement that the Koreas made in 1991 to
make the Peninsula nonnuclear to be carried
through.

The United States wants the NPT to be
a success with regard to North Korea. The
United States wants North Korea, in what-
ever relationship it pursues with South
Korea—that is up to them—to move toward
becoming an integral and responsible mem-
ber of the international community. That will
auger well for the peace and prosperity of
the peoples of north Asia as well as for the
security interest of the United States. That
is what we have pursued with great diligence,
and I’m very hopeful that these talks will
bring us closer to that.

As I said, this does not solve the problem,
but it certainly gives us the basis for seeking
a solution. And I’m quite pleased.

Thank you very much.
Q. Have you called Jimmy Carter?
The President. Oh, I have. I called him,

talked to him about the letter. We had a very
good talk, told him again I was glad he went,
and I thought it was a trip worth taking, a
risk worth taking, and I was very pleased.

Q. You didn’t mind his criticism of your
sanctions policy? He was pretty blunt, wasn’t
he?

The President. No. No, as long as the
agreement—like I said, we’ve been friends
a long time. The agreement was that he
would faithfully communicate our position.
I am absolutely convinced he did it, and I’m
absolutely convinced now that they have met
the agreement. And I feel good about it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:34 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on the White House
Conference on Africa

June 22, 1994

The challenges facing Africa and American
policy towards the continent will draw on the
participation and combined efforts of all
Americans. This meeting is an important op-
portunity for leaders who care deeply about
Africa to share ideas and experiences.

NOTE: This statement was part of a statement by
the Press Secretary announcing that the White
House will host a Conference on Africa on June
26 and 27.

Nomination for a United States
Court of Appeals Judge

June 22, 1994

The President today nominated William C.
Bryson to serve on the United States Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

‘‘I am pleased to nominate William Bryson,
who has devoted his career to serving the
public,’’ the President said today. ‘‘He will
bring a wealth of experience from the Justice
Department to the Federal bench, and the
American people will continue to enjoy the
great benefits of his legal talent and personal
dedication.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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Remarks at the Democratic National
Committee Dinner
June 22, 1994

Thank you very much. Chairman Wilhelm,
my good friend Vernon Jordan, between the
two of you there’s nothing left for me to say.
[Laughter] I thank you for your leadership
of our party. I congratulate you and DeGee
on the upcoming birth of your first child. I
thank Vernon and Ann Jordan and all those
others who worked on this dinner and made
it so successful tonight. I want to thank Terry
McAuliffe and all the cochairs of this dinner,
the Members of the Congress, the members
of the Cabinet, members of the administra-
tion who are here, and my fellow Americans.

I have two pieces of good news tonight.
The first is that with about a half an hour
left to go, the United States is ahead in the
World Cup two to nothing over Colombia.
I kind of like this World Cup. It reminds
me of my campaign. We’re the underdog in
this deal; I like it. [Laughter] The second is
far more important, and perhaps most of you
have already heard, but this afternoon, the
United States received official confirmation
that North Korea is prepared to freeze its
nuclear program in return for talking to us
about those issues. This event, of course, is
important to all of us, to our children and,
if we’re successful, even to our children’s
children. It does not solve our problems, but
it gives us a chance to begin to solve them.
It came about because of the steadfastness
and resolve of our administration and work-
ing with our allies. In this case, we had an
interesting set of allies from the very begin-
ning, of course our friends in South Korea
and Japan, but also in Russia and China.
There was a sense that we had to do some-
thing here.

It came about because of the deft putting
of our case and the case for North Korea’s
coming into the community of nations by an-
other great Democrat, former President
Jimmy Carter. And tonight, I mentioned it
not only because it is so important to all of
us and to our future but because in addition
to this being a party gala, it is an American
celebration.

When I heard on the way in the themes
of the little film you saw on our administra-

tion, I thought to myself that most of those
things we have done benefit people without
regard to their party and that Democrats in
1992 promised a new direction for our coun-
try, one rooted in the real problems and the
real promise of this Nation. I had some fairly
basic ideas. I thought that we could not be
strong abroad unless we were strong at home,
that we could never be strong at home if we
tried to withdraw from the world, but that
we had to rebuild ourselves from the grass-
roots, based on the real conditions in our
country.

I’ll never forget when David Wilhelm sug-
gested that we get on that bus. It was easy
for him to say; he didn’t have to ride on it
as long as we did. [Laughter] But I think
Hillary and Al and Tipper would admit that
that bus and those trips not only became the
symbol of our campaign but kept us firmly
rooted to the American people. We saw indi-
vidually the people that had been beaten
down and had often given up on their Na-
tional Government, Maybe collectively they
were cynical and believed gridlock was inevi-
table, but individually, they were full of hope
and concern. They wanted so much for the
promise of America to be alive for their chil-
dren, and they knew that some tough things
would have to be done.

There’s no way that TV ads could convey
what we saw in the eyes of a woman on the
side of the road in the Middle West one night
who told us that her husband and she had
been married for 35 years, and he had been
having increasing difficulty holding on to jobs
because of the decline of the economy. And
finally, he had taken a job paying just over
$5 an hour, and they had lost their health
insurance and she was ill. And she did not
know what to do, but she was absolutely sure
that they had worked hard and played by the
rules.

There’s no way a poll or a commercial
could recapture the face of the woman I saw
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, one day at a Quaker
Oats plant, holding a child of another race
while we were being demonstrated against
by people who disagreed with my pro-choice
position. This woman had a pro-choice stick-
er on, and she had a baby in her arms of
another race. And I said, ‘‘Where did you
get that baby?’’ And she said, ‘‘This is my
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